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BEFORE THE
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION e SEP ' .,
Sam Lieberman OFFICE OF pr
Chair, Nevada State Democratic Party Coyp = EL"ERAL

1210'S Valley View Blvd, Suite 114
Las Vegas, NV 89102

' Complainant,

V.

Sharron E. Angle MUR # _wl___

P.O. Box 33058 ;
Reno, NV 89533 \ ‘

Frierﬂs of Sharron Angle
Alan B. Mills, Treasurer :
P.O. Box. 33058 |
Reno, NV 89533
Harry Reid Votes
Allisan Van Over, Treasurer
3008 Campbell Circle
Las Vegas, NV 89107
Danny Tarkanian
3008 Campbell Circle
Las Vegas, NV 89107
Respondents.
COMPLAINT
Complainant files this complaint with the Federal Election Commission (the "FEC" or
"Commission™) under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1) (2010) against Nevada Senate candidate Sharron 5
Angle; her authorized campaign committee, Friends of Sharron Angle, Alan B. Mills, Treasurer;
Daniel "Danny" Tarkanian; and Harry Reid Votes ("HRV™), Allison Van Over, Treasurer
(collectively "Respondents”) for numerous violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended ("FECA" or the "Act"). Danny Tarkanian is apparently an agent of the Angle

campaign, and yet has also registered and is operating a political committee, HRV, in order to
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attack Angle's opponent, Senator Harry Reid. Accordingly, HRV's expenditures for
communications #ttacking Senator Reid constitute coordinated communications, and thus
excessive contributions to Angle. It appears that HRV is making and Angle is accepting
contributions in violations of the Act. Furthermore, the use of "Harry Reid” in HRV's name, as
well as HRV's disclaimers on certain advertisements, also constitute violations of the Act and the

FEC's regulations.

A. Factual Bockground

Although Danny Tarkanian lost to Sharron Angle in the Nevada Republican Senate
Primary, he has since begun to campaign on her behalf. For example, as reported in the Las
Vegas Sun, Tarkanian hosted a "Tark Week," seven days of campaigning for the Republican
Party, during which "[h]e and his wife, Amy, joi;led volunteers in calling hundreds of people to
ask them to support Reid opponent Sharron Angle."' Furthermore, Tarkanian is making
appearances to support Angle's campaign, including at "Gun Rights Night," a Friends of Sharron
Angle event at which both Sharron Angle and Tarkanian will be speaking.? Tarkanian appears to
be working as an agent of the Angle campaign.

At tire same time Tarkenian has been working with the Angle campaign, he has also
forned a separate politinnl committee, HRV.> HAV filed as a 527 organization with the Internal

Revenue Service on August 20, 2010, listing Tarkanian as the orgenization's eustpdian of recorca

| See Delen Goldberg, "Lois Tarkaman Ilka Han'y Reld Danny aids GOP," Las Vegas Sun (August 9, 2010),
' O/l ji-dmx

? See "Gun Rights Night" fiyer, atached heveto as Attachment A.
3 See Amanda Terkel, "Sharron Angle Surrogate Danny Tarkanian: | Disagree with Advocating 'Second Amendment
Remedxes,"‘ Hufﬁngton Post (September 12, 2010), avallable at
09/12/;

mmﬂgu_ﬂﬂu_m_ Aalmatd Pmss, "New Gump to Target lud in Nevada Sm Rl.le
www.newsmpx.geam, (August 23, 2010), available at hitp:/wnvw.newsmax.com/IngjdeGpver/WS-Nevaga-
W ("Tarkanian, who finished behind fellow Republican Sharron Angle in the state's June
primary, has formed a politieal committee to launch a website and run radio and TV ads dissecting Sen. Harry Reid's
voting record.”).
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and contact person.’ HRV then registered as a political committee with the FEC on August 24,
2010, listing Tarkanian as the custodian of records and designated agent.> HRV's Statement of
Organization indicates that it was formed to oppose the candidacy of Harry Reid. HRV has
created a website (www.harryreidvotes.com) and at least one radio advertisement opposing
Senator Reid's cmdiM, The radio advertisement ends with the disclaimer, "Harry Reid Votes
is Responsible for tire coxtent of this advertisemem.*® HRV is also planming on airing television
advertisements attacking Sealor Reid.’ .

Tarkanian was asked aboat "heing in the campaign and doing this independent thing" in a
recent television interview with Nevada repaster, Jon Ralston.® Tarkanian responded that he was
"a man of many hats," did not deny that he was a part of Angle's campaign, and asked "Do yan
want me to be just a one issue person here?" The interview segment ended with Ralston's
observation that "All right. He's independent. He's in the Angle campaign."

B. Legal Analysis

1.  Coordination and Excessive Contributions

Pursuamto 2 US.C. § 441a(a)(7)(ﬁ)(i), "expenditures made by any person in
cooperation, consuitatiun, or concert, with, or at the reqquest or suggestion of, a candidate, his
authorized political coenmittees, or their agents, shall be consilored to be a contribution to such
candidnte." The Cammiseion's ceguiations implementing this provision fusther expliin that an

expenditure for a communication will be considered an in-kind cantribntion to a campaign if it is

4 See Political Organization Notice for Section 527 Status, Form 8871, Harry Reid Votes (August 20, 2010) attached
hereto as Attachment B.

S Sse Statemont of Organization for 3drry Reid Votes (August 24, 2010), attached hereto as Attachmett C.
6 HRV's radlo ad may be heard on its website, here

7 Asoclmd Press, "New Group o Target Rend in Nevada Senate Race, WWW. newsmg com, (August 23,2010),
availahle at hp://www.newsnizax.camy/IasiteCavar()S-Nevada /2010/08(23/i4/368191.

% Ao excerpt of Jon Ralston's interview with Tarkanian may be vnewed ‘here:
http://wwy.youtube cam/watch?v=IwAoghrFkWo.
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(1) paid for by an e;xtity other than the campaign; (2) meets certain content standards, including.
by being an electioneering communication, public communication that contains express
advocacy, or a public communication that clearly identifies a candidate for the Senate within 90
days <.>fan election; and (3) meets certain conduct standards regarding the coordination between
who paid for the ad and the campaign or an agent of the campaign. See 11 C.F.R. §§ 109.20(b),
21. An individual is coisidered an "agent” of a campaign if he or she has autherity to, inter
alia, request, enggamt, or make a communication en behalf of a ciohpaipny. 11 C.F.R. § 109.3(b).
Taskanian's role in the campaign is that of a spokespersan; in thit rale, he speaks for the
campaign publicly and appears on public cammunications advertising events; he may also have a
role in the creation of communications featuring his name. Thus, Tarkanian appears to be an
"agent" of the Angle campaign as illustrated by his phone banking, speaking on behalf of the
Angle campaign, appearances at events and on event publicity, as well as his wide range of other
"surrogate” activities.

Because of Tarkanian's role in the Angle campaign, expenditures by HRV for radio or
television advertisements opposing Harry Reid are coordinated communications and thus in-kind
contributions to the Angle carnpaign. For example, HRV's radio advertisement currently
avitleble on its v;mb site censtitutes a "coordinated communicktion” because it is (1) puid for by
HRYV, a "persan” other than the Angle campaign; (2) is a broadcast communication that
advocates against a clearly identifiad federal candiclate within 90 days of the Navember general
elef.tion and thus satisfies the "content" standards in any number of ways; and (3) because
Tarkanian, who runs HRV, is a agent of the Angle campaign. Because Tarkanian is an agent of
the Angle campaign, his creation of advertisemts; through HRYV are — by definition —

coordinated communications.
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Although it is unclear how much money HRV has spent attacking Senator Reid to date,
there is no question that its expenditures for its planned radio and television advertisements, as
well as any other public communications, will plainly exceed its $5,000 contribution limit to the
Angle campaign under 2 U.S.C. § 441a(a). HRV will therefore be making, and Angle will be
accepting illegal contributions prohibited by the Act.

Even apart frorn Tarkanian technically acting #s an agent of Angle's campaign, HRV's
communications ae probably still "ceordinated comnmmicntions." Given Tarkantm's role as a
spokssman for Angle, it is likely that i, the campaign, ard other i..nﬂivtdnals at HRV have
engaged in activity that would independently satisfy the conduct prong of the Commission's
coordination test. For example, through Tarkanian or other individuals, Angle or her campaign
have pmbal?ly requested or suggested that HRV create its ads, been materially involved -or had
substantial discussions about the creation of their ads, or otherwise coordinated their activities.
In that case as well, HRV would again be making, and Angle receiving, illegal contributions.
The Commission should investigate any and all possible avenues of coordination between HRV,
Tarkanian, and Angle.

2. Prohibited Use of a Candidate's Name _

Punnsant te 11 C.F.R. § 102.14(a), the name of any non-connected political committee
may not include the name of any eandidate fon federal office. In other words, only a candidate's

authorized committee may register with his or her name. The anly exception to this rule is for

_ draft committees, or special projects of political cammittees that clearly and unambiguously

show opposition to the named candidate. See 11 C.F.R. § 102.14(b).
Here, Tarkanian's political committee, "Harry Reid Votes," plainly includes the name of a

federal candidate, "Harry Reid." This is not a special project, but the actual name of the political
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committee. Accordingly, none of the exceptions apply and HRV and Tarkanian have clearly
violated 11 C.F.R. § 102.14(a).

3. Insufficient Disclaimer

Under 11 C.F.R. § 110.11, "public communications,” such as radio advertisements, from
a political committee must include a statement clearly identifying the name of the committee that
paid for the advertisement; the cormmittee's street ad(m;,ss, telephore number, or web site
addrogs; and whather or not the sosnnmnicatien wus aathorized by may cuntidate or eandidate’s
caxomittee. Radio artwartisements specifically must insluds 2n additionsi statement thait the
committee is "responsible for the content of this advertising.” 11 C.F.R.-§ 110.11(c).

Here, HRV's radio advertisement states that "Harry Reid Votes is responsible for the
content of this advertising," but it does not state "Paid for by Harry Reid Votes;" HRV's address,
phone number, or web site; or whether the advertisement was authorized by any candidate, such
as Sharron Angle. This last omission is particularly troubling given the apparent coordination of
HRV's advertisements with the Angle campaign and its agents. By omitting this information,
HRY has violated the FEC's disclaimer requirements.

C. REQUESTED ACTION

Damny Tarkenian has violawt the Act because he has created a political committee to
attack Harry Reid, while at the same time, acting as an agent of Sharron Angle's senate
campaign. Expenditures rnade from Tarkssian's cammittee, Harry Reid Votes, constitute
"coordinated communications" and in-kind contributions to the Angle campaign. As Harry Reid
Votes has apparently spent well over $5,000 on its coordinated expenditures attacking Senator
Reid, the committee has made, and Sharron Angle has accepted, excessive contributions in

violation of the law. Tarkanian and Harry Reid Votes have further violated the law by illegally
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including the name of a federal candidate in the name of an unauthorized political committee,
and by failing to satisfy the FEC's disclaimer requirements.

We respectfully request that the Commission investigate these violations and any
additional coordination between Harry Reid Votes, Tarkanian, and Sharron Angle and her
campaign; enjoin Respondents from further violations of the Act; and assign the maximum fines
permitted by law.

Sincerely,

Sam Lieberman

Chair, Nevada State Democratic
Party

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this /5 dayMﬂlO.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

g/19 /2012
=
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FEC Form 1 (Revised 02/2000) E!j
§. TYPE OF COMMITTEE
Candiduin Gsinmaition:
(o) This commites is & principal campaign commitiss. (Compiate the candidate informasion below.)
(] This commilies s an authtrized commities, and is NOT a principel cempaign commiies. (Complete the candidate
Information below)
Nare of
Cantidaie Lt s s s vt sy a v s s a gy v s gt g aa g a e v aaragl
Candiie Omce . . Stale
Party Affllation Sougt = Houme . Senaie President
District
© Tvis commiiss supportsiopposes onfy one candiduie, and s NOT an suthorized committes.
Candoam wﬂmd"HHWH!H:JHH!;J:::J
Pasty Camnities:
. * (Nafionsl, State : Demoenste,
@ This commities is & ... or subordinale) commities of the . Republioan, etc) Pary.
Poiltical Action Commities (PAC):
) This commilies is & sspi=aid segregated fund. (identily cerwmctou orgenilaion gn ing 6.) s connecied orpanizalicn Is a:
. Corporation Corporation wio Capltal Stock Labor Ovganization
¢ Msnleship Ogeniytion T Tete Asmsiettee Cooperstiee
in addiion, this committes s a LobbylstRegistrant PAC.
o This commities supporia/opposss more than one Federsl candidate, and is NOT a sepaate segregated fund or party
commites. (Le., noncimnevted commites)

in adkition, this coveiiine is & Labby'sfagietarg PAC.
In ackitiap, this comnitine is 8 Landurship PAC. (identify aponsor on ine 68.)

Joint Fundmising Representative:
@ This commitiee coliects conbutions, pays fundraising expenses and disburses net proceeds for iwo or more polilical
commitiess/omnaissliens, at laast cae of whichis an sutheiaad cormalips ol & ledaraianssficiale.
m This comenittee collects conkributions, pays mmeuMhmwmm
- Wmnmua-mmu-m
Committees Participating in Joint Fundralser
v LLil A it bbbttty recommeC _
e Lilitigilitiitigttiil]jronmeG
S LIl iU it itiLtll]) jrconmeC

o LI LIt ttilgattitl)ronmmec
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FEC Porm 1 (Reviesd 0222000) Page 3
Wiie or Type Commines Name .
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Full Neme ; NN NN NN

Maiing Addrss 0" CJL'M=!II!JIIIIIIIOII
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Thie or Posiion oy . STATE 2P CODE
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a
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' Federal Election Commission
ENVELOPE REPLACEMENT PAGE FOR INCOMING DOCUMENTS
The FEC added this page to the end dt this filing to thdicate how & Was received.

" Date of Receipt
Hand Delivered
‘Postmarked
USPS First Class Malil :
a3
Postmarked
USPS Priority Mail

Delivery COnﬁnnation'f‘ or Signature Confirmation™ Label

o—

Pastmarked
USPS Express Mall
Postmark legible
) l | No Postmark
p4 . —§hippi 'Date
7] Ovemight Delivery Service (Specity): - EAE2/° /23
Next Business Day Delivery
" Dete of Receipt
Received from House Records & Registration Office
' " Date of Receipt
Received from Senate Public Records Office
) ~Date of Recelpt
Received from Electronic Filing Office
Date of Receipt or Postmarked
Other (Specify): -

e

P |

L/ '

v,l}»\ /J | 0724 /0
PREPARER TE PREPARED
"(3/12005) -

- —————
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. 8871 Political Organization

Aev, iy 2009 Not_lce of Section 527 Status OMB No. 1545-1630
Wndnm |
Gensral information
1 Nosss of organizstion Empleyer idantification number
HARRY REID VOTES : 27 - 3285024
2 Malling addvess (P.O. bz or sumber, street, and room or suite namber)
3008 CAMPBELL CIRCLE
Clty or town, state, and ZTP cede
LAS VEGAS, NV 89707
3 Check applicabla box: o latisingtice .~ Amcaded notice = Final notice
4a Date established 4b Dete of materis] change
0%/138008
S Eunall nddress of onganization
aoffsmeil
Ga Name of custedian of recards 6> Custodian's address
DANNY TARKANIAN 3008 CAMPBELL CIRCLE
LAS VEGAS, NV 89107
Ta Nassa.of coniact passon ‘T Coatact pevsen's ad2ress
DANNY TARKANIAN 3008 CAMPBELL CIRCLE

LAS VEGAS, NV 89107

8 Business address of srgenization (if different from mailing sddress shown ahove). Number, street, and room or suite nomber
3008 CANIPBELL CIRCLE

City or town, siate, and ZIP cods
LAS VEGAS, NV 89107

9a Eiouilon suthwrity 5% Election authority identification number
NGam

[N Wotification of Claim of Exemption From Filing Certain Forms (see Instructions)

30a s this orpanitation clalming exempiion from filing Form 8872, Pelitical Orpmikstion Report of Conrriutions and Expinditures, as a quatified state or local
political organization? Yes . No

10b If “Yes,' st the state where the orgssization flies reports:

.n hlﬂu@nﬁnﬂndﬂlﬂqﬂphﬁ:ﬂ.;hﬂ”ﬂ@fﬁ!ﬂ,lﬁmdomwlh-huu'l'n,u-wnrunehﬂnndm

or local oMelals? Yes_No

XN _Purpose

12 Deseribe the purpose of the organtzation
Provide pubiic infdanutitn oz federal political reces.

RN E————
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m List of All Related Entities (see instructions)
13 Check if the organization has no related entitles.
148 Name =f miated catity | 148 Relationship | 14c Address

I

Under penalties of perjury, | decisre that the organization nemed in Part | Is to be treated as a tex-exempt organization desorfbed in ssction 527 of the
internal Reverus Code, and that | have examinad this notice, inciuding accompanying schechies and siatsments, and to the best of my knowladge
and ballef, It is true, correct, and compiste. | further declare that | am the official authorized to sign this report, and | am signing by entering my name
ALLISON VAN OVER 0s202010
Sign
Here

Name of authorized officisi ' . Dats
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“Gun Rights” Night
2 Amendment Event

“...the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed”
A T ¥
THE GUR SYORE

Featuring Guest speakers...
Steve Esh: History of gun rights
- Danny Tarkanian: Is Harry really for gun rights?
Bob Irwin: Owner of the Gun Store/Candidate State Assembly

Key Note: Sharron Angle
US Senate Candidate that will defeat Harry Reid

September 9™®
7:00-9:00 -
“The Gun Store”
2900 E. Tropicana, LasVegas, Nevada 89121 (702)-454 1110

‘ Pudformdauﬂ:onzedbyFnendsofShmonAngle




